
EMPOWERING GENEROUS FAMILIES TO 
DO SIGNIFICANT THINGS 

 

THE CHARITABLE REMAINDER UNITRUST 
 
Setting up a charitable remainder unitrust is a lot like buying a new car.  You can buy one off of the lot that 
has been outfitted with standard features that most people commonly need or you can have a car customized 
for you at the factory with not only everything on it that you need, but also everything that you want.  In 
most cases, you will be driving this “car” for a long time.  Wouldn’t it be better to get a car with all the 
extras that you might need or want in the future, rather than settling for a basic model, especially if there is 
no difference in the price? 
 
When a family buys a new car, they are also buying it for one or more particular purposes.  If they buy an 
SUV, they want an all-weather, all terrain solid vehicle.  If they buy a Prius, they want good fuel economy.  
If they buy a van, they want a vehicle that can carry more people and hold more cargo.  Bigger cars for long 
driving and smaller cars for commuting.  Different types of cars have different purposes.   
 
In the same way, when a family gets a charitable trust they are setting it up for one or more particular 
purposes.  The booklet I have written, Unlocking The Full Potential of Your Assets, organizes the 
discussion about charitable trusts around the primary purposes that a family might choose for setting up a 
charitable trust.  As with a new car, a family is usually establishing a charitable trust to meet multiple 
purposes and it will usually last a long time.   The problem is that if a car dealer only sells a few types of 
cars or only one brand, they usually have just the basic package available for customers.  They don’t really 
know about other types of cars or what extras can be available.  They have never ordered a customized car 
from the factory, they only settle for what the factory gives them.   The same is true for charitable trusts.  
Many charities or financial advisors utilize the basic package for a charitable trust because it is all they have 
ever seen or all they have access to get through their attorneys.    
 
Most attorneys, even those who do a fair amount of estate planning, will only draft a handful of charitable 
trusts in their career.  Because of the degree of regulations with charitable trusts, they tend to stick with a 
basic trust form.  They have not had a reason or the chance to research all that can be done with the charitable 
trust.   As an Attorney that specialize in charitable planning, I have taken the time to understand and research 
all of the options available for charitable trusts and I have drafted hundreds of charitable trusts not just a 
handful.  We have access to all the options and can customize the trust specifically for each family’s needs 
around their primary purposes for setting up the trust.  
 
The booklet, Unlocking The Full Potential of Your Assets, will help you understand what purposes are 
available for a charitable trust and what options can be included in your trust so that it can be customized 
for your family.   You can download the booklet by clicking here. 
 
        
 
    


